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Background

Chisagoand northern Washington Countigzave someof the premier recreational lake in the
northeast metro areaThe lakes in the area varymany waysbut they all have one thing in common,;
they are all susceptible to aquatic invasive spe(dS) Curlyleaf pondweed, which was first found
in Minnesota in 1910, is found @l the lakesin the watershed This plant has been a part of the
aquatic landscap& 2 NJ a 2 f 2 y 3 recéghided as an inRakive Spéciehaiaguatic invasive
plant Eurasian Water Milfoi$ found in many area lake#n 2015, new infestations of Easian Water
Milfoil was found in Comfort and Little Horseshoe Lakigeth of these invasive plants substantially
impair navigation and crowd out desirable, native plants. Additionally, ®afyPondweed has a
negative effect on water quality.

The Clhsago Lakes Lake Improvement District partnered \a&ia lake associationgCenter Lakes,
Chisago, Lindstrom, Kroon, and Green Lakeé)the Minnesota DNR to control Eurasian Water Milfoil
and CurlyLeaf Pondweed. The density and abundance of these tartgplvas lower in 2015 than it

was in previous years resulting in improved navigation. Lakes included in the program include
Chisago, Green, Kroon, Little Green, North Center, Soettterand South Lindstrom.

In 2015,Zebra Mussels werdound in Forest LakeForest Lake wadesignated as a zebra mussel
infested water to limit further spread. The number and distribution of Zebra Mussels indicate a
population is likely established arldat natural reproduction is occurring artdey will spread.

Eurasian Watermilfoil was also discovered in Forest Lake in 2015. An attempt at eradication was
performed in July with a double treatment of herbicide. A follow up survey was performed a month
later. No Eurasian Watermilfoil was found in theated areas, but was located at 2 other sites,
suggesting that eradication was unsuccessful.

Forest Lake has recently become infested with Flowering Rush, sometimes mistakenly called onion
grass. Dense stands of Flowering Rush may interfere with swimmdhgther recreational uses of

the lakeand alsowill choke out native vegetationin early 2015 Flowering Rush was known to be in

24 and 39 lakes, but not in ¥ lake. However, a survey in September 2015 found Flowering Rush
growing in ®'lake as well The Forest Lake Lake Association and Comfort Lake Forest Lake Watershed
District began a substantial effort to begin the process of removing Flowering Rush from Forest Lake
before it reaches an uncontrollable presence and to prevent Flowering Ruslsfn@ading to other

lakes.

Movement of aquatic invasivepscies by boats is the number one way these harmfatss spread
from lake to lake. Fortunatelgther aquatic invasive species that are threatening other waters of the
state, specificallspiny Wagr Flea and Faucet Snajlare not known to be found irChisagoand
northern Washington Countie he watercraft inspection program is essential in our effortsloov

the spread otheseinvaders irthe area



Program Implementation

To implement thevatercraft inspection program in 261 Chisago County entered into a Joint Powers
Agreement with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for authoritgotoduct boat
launch inspections. Additionallypartnership was formed betwee@hisagcCountyand the Comfort
Lake Forest Lake Watershed Districtrtspect boats at public accesseghe District

Substantial funding for the program was provided by the State of Minnesota through the Aquatic
Invasive Species Prevention Aid Progralong with furding from the Comfort Lake Forest Lake
Watershed District and the Chisago Lakes Lake Improvement Disffioe Program helped fund
prevention efforts including increased watercraft inspections, enforcement and education. Chisago
County purchasedraAlS dcontamination unit thatwas rotated among the 10 most heavily used
public water accesses in Chisagnd northern Washington CountiesThese accesses include East
Rush, Taylors Falls Lions Club, Osceola, North Center, South Center, ShighgahdstromGreen,
Forest East, and Foresteat

Watercraft Inspections

A total of thirteenLevel linspectors were hired by Chisago @outo perform inspections.Once
trained and athorized, Level 1 inspectormispect watefrelated equipment and prohibit the
launching of equipment in waters of the state if the individual refuses to allow an inspection of their
equipment or refuses to comply with aquatic invasive species laws.
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One inspector provided coverage at northern Chisago County lakes, two inspectorstateneed in

the Chisago Lakes area, five inspectors were in the Comfort Lake Forest Lake Watershed District anc
five inspectorshared responsibilities between Chisago County Parks and watercraft Inspections. Two
Level 2 inspectors were hirgd inspectand decontaminate watercraft. Watercraft enforcement
ONFAYyAYy3 gl a LINPOARSR (2 2FFAOSNR 2F GKS /[ KA
support to watercraft inspectors and took shifts at public water accesses in Chisago County. An
aguaticinvasive species education specialist was hinplhisago Countp develop and implement

a county wide aquatic invasive species communication and education plan.

The primary objective of the watercraft inspection program is to inform and educate thkcputp

the threats of ecologically harmful aquatic inias species to the lakes @hisagoand northern
Washington County The watercraft inspector works at boat launches educating the public by
providing information to watercraft users and conductingreebsurvey while inspecting watercraft
for aquatic invasive species.

Inspections took place at the following public water accesses

1 Bone 1 Green  Rush West

1 Chisago/South 1 Horseshoe 1 South Center
Lindstrom 1 Kroon 1 Spider

T Comfort M Little 1 Sunrise

1 Fish M Little Green 1 Taylors Falls Lions

1 Forestkast 1 Minnesota Interstate Club

9 Forest @ntral Park 1 Wild River State Park

M Forest Wst 9 North Center

 Franconia 1 Osceola

1 Goose 1 Rush East
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Watercraft Inspectiosurveys

North and South Center Lakes each have separate boat launching areas and the lakesertdonn

by a channel. Chisag8puth Lindstromand North Lindstroniakes share a mutual bbaunch and

are connected byhannes (in this report they are grouped together). Green and Little Green Lakes
have separate boat launches but are also connected by a chaRaedst East, Central andeathave
separate boat lauches but are three large bays of one lake. East and West Rush Lakes are connected
by a channel. Sunrise, Wild River State Park, Taylors Falls Lions Club, Minnesota Interstate Park,
Franconia and Osceola are thre St. Croix River.

Watercraft inspectins were conducted between May &nd October23, 2015 Inspections were
rotated among the lakes with public accesses with priority given to accesses with higher boat traffic.

Summary

|l

Watercraft Inspectors worked over 7,000 hours inspecting boats at acces€ssag and

northern Washington Counties

Over 10,000 watercraft inspections were conducted @12 June and July had the largest
number ofinspections

Inspections took place at 24 public water accesses.

The majority of inspections took place at bersaccesses including Chisago/Lindstrom, Green,
Forest East, Forest West, Forest Central and South Center.

75% of inspections took place on fishing boats, 11% on roundadbyaki boats with no

ballastand 7% on pontoons. The remaining inspections toakgbn personal watercraft,
canoes/kayak, duck boats, sailboats and boat lift/docks.

Approximately 60% of inspections were entrance inspections and 40% were exit inspections.
At entrance inspections, 155 watercrdifad AIS or non AlS vegetatiand 309 wagrcraft had

drain plugs in.

45% of watercraft entering a lake previously came from the same lake, 15% came from a
different lake within Chisago County/CLFLWD, 27% came from a lake outside Chisago
County/CLFLWD and 1% came from out of state.

Watercraft camdrom 267 lakes that contain AIS. The majority of these lakes have Eurasian
Water Milfoil or Zebra Mussels.

During exit inspections nearly 1,000 watercraft had AISAEB vegetation present.
Inspectors required ta vegetation be removed beforxiting the launch.

After leaving a lake, nearly 50% of watercraft return to the same lake, 9% go to a different lake
within Chisago County/CLFLWD, 13%aa take outside Chisago/CLFL¥Af 1% go out of
state.

[ KAal 32 [ 2dzyie { KSNMNNKEJMEDBhodsSat puNdwatsradtesses.
They inspected 437 boats amssual 43 verbal or written warningand 9 citations. No

arrests were made.



1 The primary reason for the warnings and citations was boats with drain plugs in upon arrival
at the boat laucch.

9 Chisago County participated under the leadership of the St. Croix River Association to develop
a Strategic Work Plan addressing aquatic invasive species threats in the St. Croix River
watershed. Participants plan to begin implementation in 2016.

Landa EOS Decontamination Unit




2015 Watercraft Ispection Survey Results

Watercraft Inspectors worked over 7,000 hours inspecting boats at accesses inoGinsagprthern
Washington Counties

Chartl: 2015 Watercrafinspection Hours

2015 Watercraft Inspection Hours
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Watercraft inspectors stationed at a public access inspect all incoming and exiting watercraft. At the
time of the inspection they also ask the boaters a series of questions relating to their boating activities.
Over 10,000 watercrafhspections were conducted in 2015. June and July had the most inspections.

Chart2: 2015 Number of Inspections
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Inspections took place at 24 public water accesses. The majority of inspections took place at busier
accesses inctling Chisago/Lindstrom, Green, Forest East, Forest West, Forest Central and South
Center.

Chart3: 2015 Inspections per Lake
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